Who we are
MCF is a charitable organisation founded in
2011 by the then CEO, Tink Palmer MBE, who
dedicated her time to supporting victims of
online child sexual abuse and exploitation.
MC advocates for children who have suffered
from online CSAE so that they are able to
recover and live safe and fulfilling lives; a
concept it promotes through its bespoke
‘Click: Path to Protection’ education
programme.
MCF has grown to become a dedicated team
of specialists with strengths across a breadth
of safeguarding disciplines, who advise on
capability building across multi- sectoral
partners and governments at local, national
and international level.

Advocacy

Education

Innovation

Recovery

Expanding their reach and influence, MCF are
working to elevate further the voice of children
and survivors, providing them with a global
platform from which their voice can be heard
to influence policy and practice so that
children really can live safe and fulfilling lives.
For more information and to support MCF
please visit:
https://www.mariecollinsfoundation.org.uk/

Vision
'All children and young people who suffer sexual abuse facilitated by the internet or
otherwise, are supported to recover and live safe and fulfilling lives, free from fear and
positive about their future.'
Our aim

Our principle

To ensure that the
response to children and
their families who have
suffered harm via the
internet or otherwise is
based on sound, evidencebased practice.

If you place the needs of
the child victim and their
family at the centre of any
investigation or
professional intervention
you are likely to better
safeguard the child and to
achieve a proportionate
and appropriate response
within the criminal justice
system.

Click Path to Protection Programme
The path to protection is about how professionals need to intervene to support the child and their
family from the point of discovery of the abuse to recovery. It covers considerations at each stage of
the journey and different practitioners will have a role at different points on this path. This
programme aims to enable all frontline workers to better protect children harmed online. It is an
evidence-based, multi-faceted training and support programme. This initiative, which is supported
by BT, aims to ensure that every professional working with children that are either at risk of or the
victims of online abuse, understands not only what his/her role entails but also those of their
colleagues from organisations jointly charged with protecting children
In 2020 as a direct result of the COVID pandemic, the MCF adapted the training to allow it to be
delivered on a virtual platform. Due to this change in format, and to continue to ensure the efficacy
of the training, this was piloted within North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership and
evaluation of this pilot was carried out by Professor Emma Bond, University of Suffolk
Click Path to Protection Training
The purpose of the training is to ensure that the professional response is one that places the needs
of the abused children and their families at the centre of any intervention.

The purpose of the training is to ensure that the professional response is one that places the needs of the
abused children and their families at the centre of any intervention. Its two primary and interrelated aims are to
ensure that:
1. Child victims of online sexual abuse and exploitation, together with their family, are able to recover and
live safe and fulfilling lives
2. Perpetrators of online sexual abuse and exploitation are held accountable for the abuse and a fair and
proportionate outcome is achieved by the criminal justice systemThe model’s secondary aim is to
empower safeguarding professionals by equipping them with the skills and knowledge base required to
respond adequately to the protection needs of children in the digital age
The model will aim to achieve this by giving professionals the tools to carefully plan how to approach each
individual case from the point of discovery of the abuse along the path to eventual recovery and how to carry
out interventions in a way that is supportive of the needs of the children and their families reflecting the
differential impact of online abuse on victims.
The intervention model follows the pathway illustrated below with a video representation of one child’s
journey from initial online grooming to eventual recovery that is a real case scenario

THE THREE COMPONENTS OF THE
CLICK PATH TO PROTECTION
TRAINING

Think
Introduces all professionals
working with children, young
people and their families who
wish to explore the specific
issues related to sexual abuse
online.
Act
Aimed at professionals working
directly with the child/family as
part of an intervention from the
point of disclosure or discovery
of abuse. For those investigating,
assessing, and/or managing
cases when it has been identified
that a child has been harmed
online.

Manage
A stand-alone workshop for
managers of staff involved in
supporting young people and
families, undertaking
investigations, intervention
programmes or planning for
children sexually abused online.
Designed for those who have
not done either Think or Act.

‘I found the training really interesting and thought-provoking’.
Social Worker, attended ACT

Learning Outcomes
Think Path to Protection
By the end of the session participants will be able to:
1. Identify and describe the different ways a child may be harmed online
2. Identify and describe the different ways a child may be groomed online
3. Recognise and know how to respond to indicators that a child is being harmed online
4. Plan interventions to reduce the impact for the child in the context of both the digital world and the child’s
development
Act Path to Protection
By the end of the session participants will be able to:
1. Plan a child protection investigation incorporating the differential impacts of technology assisted child sexual
abuse
2. Know how to conduct interviews with the child and/or family in a manner that is both supportive and protective
3. Design interventions that keep the child and family where appropriate, at the centre of the process and aid
recovery
Managers/Supervisors workshop
By the end of the workshop managers will have the knowledge to ensure
1. All investigations and interventions consider the differential impacts and factors of online child sexual abuse.
2. They and their staff have an understanding of what works in responding to online child sexual abuse and what
evidences good practice

Evaluation
MCF evaluates all aspects of its work programme. An evaluation model has been developed by
Professor Emma Bond of the University of Suffolk to capture both quantitative and qualitative aspects
of the CLICK: Path to Protection programme. The data that is collected and collated will give a picture
of the efficacy of the training programme at both a local and national level.
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