
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd March 2020 
 
 

The Marie Collins Foundation – COVID 19 response 
 

As you will be aware, the Marie Collins Foundation is a child protection charity which works to ameliorate the 
impact of online child sexual abuse and related offline abuse. We work within the UK and internationally and 
offer a range of services which include assessments and interventions for those children (and their parents 
and family members) impacted by sexually abusive behaviour online, training and consultancy, advocacy and 
public education 
 
I am writing to you in response to the current health pandemic caused by COVID 19 and the challenges it 
presents to us and to our funders and partner agencies. The health and well being of our staff, their families 
and those that we work with remains our priority and we are putting plans in place to ensure that we are 
able to deliver the best service we can within the parameters of the restrictions we are all currently having to 
face. 
 
We foresee, because of this unprecedented crisis, that our services will be in higher demand than ever and 
we must continue to be in a position to respond and ensure that children are safeguarded. 
 
We are therefore, in accordance with Government guidelines, taking the necessary steps to enable us to 
respond to the needs of vulnerable children and maintain our much needed services. We will continue to 
offer our services through remote contact 
 

• support services to children and their families  

• consultancy 

• advocacy 

• public education 

• education and training – whilst all training events, up to and including our international conference in 

June 2020, have been postponed we have already made arrangements for these events to take place 

in the Autumn of 2020. Over the past year the MCF has been developing online training tools. We 

plan to continue with these developments and to make them available in a timely manner.  

• International work – our planned partnership work with colleagues in other countries will continue. 

Whilst the cessation of all international travel is in place, with the resultant  hold on country visits, 

we will work remotely with our partners, to maintain the development of our work programmes. We 

will make the final stages of the development of our Global Protection Online Network platform a 

priority, with the aim of it going live and making it available to safeguarding professionals by the 

beginning of July 2020  

• We are in the process of preparing for all team members to be home working and to have the 

necessary facilities to enable them to do this 

mailto:admin@mariecollinsfoundation.org.uk
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As ever, in the field of child protection, we can only properly safeguard children through working in 
partnership. The MCF values the large “partnership family” that we have developed over the years and, if 
there was ever a time that such a partnership is needed, it is now. These are unprecedented times, ones in 
which children are particularly at risk due to the direct lack of contact with their schools and the concomitant 
lack of contact with their friends and being more “housebound”. They will inevitably seek solace and more 
contact with their peers online which opens up the opportunity for those wanting to sexual abuse children to 
step in. We at the MCF have set out our plan to enable us to step up to the mark to ensure we do our best to 
safeguard children from sexual abuse but we can only do this by continuing to maintain our partnerships and 
we ask that you remain by our side and help us tackle the unimagined situation in which we all find ourselves. 
 
Kindest regards 

 
Tink Palmer MBE 
CEO, Marie Collins Foundation 

 

 

 

 


